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Abstract: This article examines the integration of Artificial Intelligence (Al) in education
through the lens of Christian ethics. With the rapid advancement of Al technologies, there
is a growing need to explore how these innovations align with Christian values such as
justice, human dignity, and compassion. The purpose of this study is to evaluate the moral
dimensions of Al usage in educational settings and propose a framework for its ethical
application. Using a qualitative research approach, the article conducts a literature
review and case study analysis to understand how Al can be used responsibly in
education. The findings suggest that Al has the potential to enhance personalized learning
and accessibility but must be carefully designed and implemented to avoid biases, protect
privacy, and support the holistic development of students in line with Christian teachings.

Contribution: The article contributes to the ongoing discourse on Al ethics by offering a
Christian perspective on its use in education. It provides a framework for evaluating Al
applications in educational contexts, ensuring they align with moral principles that
prioritize human dignity and justice. The study emphasizes the need for responsible
implementation of Al to ensure it benefits all students equitably and ethically.
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INTRODUCTION

The rapid advancement of Artificial Intelligence (AI) has brought transformative
changes to numerous sectors, including education. Al promises numerous benefits in
educational settings, from personalized learning experiences to more efficient
administrative processes. However, as Al becomes increasingly integrated into
educational systems, it raises significant ethical concerns. These concerns are
particularly pressing when examined through the lens of Christian ethics, which upholds

values such as justice, truth, and compassion.! The use of Al in education not only

1 Susan Abraham, Bernardeth Caero Bustillos, and Bohe Huang, Incarnation in a Post/human Age
(London: SCM Press, 2021), 55; A. Foerst. “Artificial Sociability: From Embodied Al Toward New
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challenges traditional pedagogical approaches but also prompts a re-examination of the
role of educators, students, and the technology itself in fostering human development and
flourishing.?

While Al holds great promise, there is a noticeable gap in research on how Al
interacts with Christian ethical principles in the context of education. Much of the current
discourse around Al focuses on its technological, economic, and sociological implications,
often neglecting the moral and theological dimensions. Scholars such as Dorobantu and
Olaore have explored the intersection of Al and Christianity but primarily focus on
broader philosophical questions rather than the practical application of Al in educational
settings.3 This gap in research underscores the need for a deeper understanding of how
Al can be implemented in educational contexts that respect Christian ethical frameworks
and promote human dignity.

The purpose of this research is to examine the ethical challenges that arise from the
use of Al in educational contexts, from the perspectives of both technology and Christian
ethics. Key questions explored include: How does Al impact human dignity and the role
of educators? Can Al align with the Christian moral imperative to nurture the full
development of the human person? What ethical guidelines should Christian educational
institutions adopt when integrating Al into their curricula and teaching methodologies?
This research also aims to contribute to the growing body of knowledge on Al ethics by
providing a Christian theological perspective that addresses the moral complexities
introduced by Al in education.*

Christian ethics emphasizes the importance of human relationships and moral
responsibility, which are central to the teaching and learning process. As Al continues to
shape educational experiences, it is essential to ensure that these technologies do not

undermine the relational aspects of education, such as the teacher-student dynamic. Al's

Understandings of Personhood.” Technology in Society 21, no. 4 (1999): 373-386.
https://doi.org/10.1016/50160-791X(99)00021-4.

2 Leone, Massimo. "Technology and Sacrifice." Religions 15, no. 6 (2024): 692.
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel15060692; Michael Steven Burdett. “Proximate and Ultimate Concerns in
Christian Ethical Responses to Artificial Intelligence.” Studies in Christian Ethics 36, no. 3 (2023): 620-
641. https://doi.org/10.1177/09539468231180135.

3 Marius Dorobantu, “Artificial Intelligence and Christianity: Friends or Foes?” in The Cambridge
Companion to Religion and Artificial Intelligence, eds. Beth Singler and Fraser Watts (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2024), 91.

4 G.M. Coghill. “Artificial Intelligence (and Christianity): Who? What? Where? When? Why? and
How?” Studies in Christian Ethics 36, no. 3 (2023): 604-6109.
https://doi.org/10.1177/09539468231169462.
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potential to depersonalize education raises significant concerns about its impact on the
moral formation of students. Christian ethics calls for the protection of human dignity,
which may be at risk if Al systems are designed or implemented without regard for these
values. Therefore, integrating Al in a way that supports human flourishing while
maintaining ethical integrity is crucial.

This research also aims to explore the ethical implications of Al's role in data
collection and privacy within educational systems. Al's use of vast amounts of student
data for personalized learning raises important questions about privacy and consent,
particularly from a Christian ethical standpoint. The Christian commitment to truth,
transparency, and respect for individuals' privacy demands that Al systems be designed
to protect students' personal information and ensure that data is used ethically.® This
article proposes that Christian ethics provides a necessary framework for evaluating the
use of Al in education, ensuring that these technologies serve the common good and

uphold Christian values in the learning environment.

RESEARCH METHODS

This study adopts a qualitative research approach to explore the intersection of
Christian ethics and Artificial Intelligence (Al) in education. Given the nature of the
research topic, which involves ethical, theological, and philosophical dimensions, a
qualitative method is most suitable for providing in-depth insights. The primary data
collection method used in this study is a literature review, which systematically analyzes
existing academic and theological works on Al, education, and Christian ethics. The
review includes scholarly articles, books, and relevant journal articles that address Al
from both technical and ethical perspectives, with a particular focus on how Al interacts
with Christian values in educational contexts. By synthesizing these sources, the research
aims to identify key ethical issues and frameworks that can inform the responsible

integration of Al in education from a Christian standpoint.”

5 Yogesh Awasthi & George Okumu Achar, "African Christian Theology in the Age of Al: Machine
Intelligence and Theology in Africa," Journal of Research in Humanities and Social Science 13, no. 1 (2025):
208; Israel B. Olaore et al., “Artificial Intelligence (Al): The Christian Perspective,” Journal of Information
Engineering and Applications 4, no. 1 (2014): 97.

6 Zachary R. Calo, "Al, Medicine and Christian Ethics," in Research Handbook on Health, Al and the
Law, eds. Barry Solaiman & I. Glenn Cohen (Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar Publishing, 2024), 220.

7 Marius Dorobantu, “Artificial Intelligence and Christianity: Friends or Foes?” in The Cambridge
Companion to Religion and Artificial Intelligence, eds. Beth Singler and Fraser Watts (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2024), 92.
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To ensure a comprehensive analysis, this study draws on interdisciplinary sources,
including works on theology, philosophy, technology, and ethics. The use of theological
sources is particularly important as it provides the Christian ethical framework necessary
for understanding the moral implications of Al in education. Authors like Dorobantu and
Olaore have written extensively on Al and Christianity, offering perspectives that critique
Al from a theological lens and provide potential guidelines for integrating Al into
Christian contexts.8 Additionally, texts such as "Work Pray Code" by Carolyn Chen, which
explores the intersection of religion and technology in Silicon Valley, offer insights into
how technology is perceived and integrated within religious frameworks.? ° This
interdisciplinary approach helps to connect theological, ethical, and technological
perspectives in the discussion of Al in education.

Furthermore, this research method includes content analysis of case studies and
examples of Al implementations in educational settings, particularly focusing on how
these applications align with or contradict Christian ethical teachings. For instance,
works like those by Thacker and Awasthi offer relevant case studies on how Al is used in
various sectors, providing a backdrop for understanding its impact on education from an
ethical perspective.l? By examining these case studies, the research aims to identify both
the opportunities and the challenges that Al presents to Christian educational ethics,
especially regarding issues like privacy, autonomy, and the nurturing of moral character.
The methodology also incorporates a theological reflection approach, which is integral to
this study. Drawing on the work of scholars like Geraci, who have explored the theological
implications of technology and Al the study reflects on the moral and spiritual challenges
posed by Al in educational environments 11 By engaging with these theological
perspectives, the research aims to provide a robust Christian ethical analysis of Al's role
in shaping educational practices and policies. This reflective approach ensures that the

research is not only concerned with technological advancements but also with the moral,

8 Israel B. Olaore et al., “Artificial Intelligence (AI): The Christian Perspective,” Journal of
Information Engineering and Applications 4, no. 1 (2014): 98.

9 Carolyn Chen, Work Pray Code: When Work Becomes Religion in Silicon Valley (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 2022), 145.

10 Yogesh Awasthi & George Okumu Achar, "African Christian Theology in the Age of Al: Machine
Intelligence and Theology in Africa," Journal of Research in Humanities and Social Science 13, no. 1 (2025):
212.

11 R. M. Geraci, "Robots and the Sacred in Science and Science Fiction: Theological Implications of
Artificial Intelligence," Zygon 42, no. 4 (2007): 968.
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spiritual, and societal consequences of these advancements within the context of
Christian teachings.

In addition to the literature review and case studies, this research involves a
comparative analysis of various ethical frameworks for Al, comparing Christian ethical
approaches with secular and other religious perspectives. This comparative analysis
draws on recent scholarship, such as the work of Achar and Okumu, who discuss African
Christian theology's approach to Al, providing a broader understanding of how different
Christian traditions might address the ethical challenges posed by Al in education.12 This
comparison allows the research to highlight the unique contributions that Christian
ethics can make to the ongoing discourse on Al in educational settings, emphasizing the
importance of aligning Al implementation with moral principles that prioritize human

dignity, justice, and the common good.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Basic Concepts of Artificial Intelligence (AI)

Artificial Intelligence (AI) refers to the development of systems capable of
performing tasks that typically require human intelligence, such as learning, reasoning,
problem-solving, and understanding natural language. Al can be classified into two main
types: narrow Al, which is designed for specific tasks, and general Al, which aims to
perform any intellectual task that a human can do.13 The most common form of Al today
is narrow Al, used in applications like virtual assistants, recommendation systems, and
image recognition tools. The goal of Al research is to create machines that can perform
these tasks autonomously and intelligently. The development of Al involves numerous
subfields, including machine learning, natural language processing, computer vision, and
robotics.14

Machine learning, a subset of Al, enables systems to learn from data without explicit
programming. This allows Al systems to improve their performance over time by

recognizing patterns in the data and making predictions. There are different types of

12 Achar & Okumu, "African Christian Theology in the Age of AI", 210; .

13 G.M. Coghill. “Artificial Intelligence (and Christianity): Who? What? Where? When? Why? and
How?”, 604-619.

14 Marius Dorobantu, “Artificial Intelligence and Christianity: Friends or Foes?”, 89; S.H. Bang.
“Thinking of Artificial Intelligence Cyborgization with a Biblical Perspective (Anthropology of the Old
Testament).” European Journal of Science and Theology 10, no. 3 (2014): 15-26.
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machine learning, such as supervised learning, where the model is trained on labeled data,
and unsupervised learning, which identifies patterns in data without predefined labels.
Reinforcement learning, another technique, involves training models through rewards
and penalties to achieve specific goals. Machine learning algorithms are the foundation of
many Al applications, from self-driving cars to medical diagnostics.15

Natural language processing (NLP) is another crucial area of Al, focusing on the
interaction between computers and human language. NLP enables machines to
understand, interpret, and generate human language, making it possible for virtual
assistants like Siri or Alexa to interact with users in a natural, conversational manner.
NLP techniques involve syntactic and semantic analysis, which helps machines
comprehend context, meaning, and intent in language. NLP is used in applications such
as translation services, sentiment analysis, and chatbots, all of which are integral to
today’s Al-driven world.1¢ Recent advances in NLP, such as transformer models like BERT
and GPT, have further improved language understanding and generation capabilities.”

Computer vision, a subfield of Al, is concerned with enabling machines to interpret
and understand visual information from the world. Through techniques like image
recognition, object detection, and facial recognition, Al systems can analyze and process
visual data. This technology has applications in various industries, from autonomous
vehicles that navigate based on visual data to healthcare systems that use Al for medical
image analysis. The ability of Al to extract meaningful information from images and
videos is continually improving, making it a valuable tool in areas such as security, retail,
and manufacturing. 18 As computer vision technology advances, it raises both
opportunities and ethical concerns regarding privacy and surveillance.

Robotics, another key domain within Al, combines machine learning, computer
vision, and other technologies to create intelligent machines that can perform physical
tasks. Robots are designed to mimic human actions, such as assembling products,
assisting in surgeries, or even interacting with customers in service industries. The

integration of Al into robotics enhances a robot’s ability to adapt to different

15 Carolyn Chen, Work Pray Code: When Work Becomes Religion in Silicon Valley, 132.

16 Yogesh Awasthi & George Okumu Achar, "African Christian Theology in the Age of Al: Machine
Intelligence and Theology in Africa”, 210.

17 Joshua Smith, "Faith, Technology, and the Ethics of Al," in Handbook on the Ethics of Artificial
Intelligence, ed. David ]J. Gun (Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar Publishing, 2024), 40.

18 Zachary R. Calo, "Al, Medicine and Christian Ethics", 221.
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environments and situations autonomously. This combination of Al and robotics is
already transforming industries by improving efficiency, precision, and safety. However,
the rise of robotics also poses questions about labor displacement and the future role of
human workers in certain sectors.1?

Al's rapid growth and potential have led to its widespread adoption across various
sectors, including healthcare, finance, education, and entertainment. In healthcare, Al-
powered tools are used for disease diagnosis, treatment planning, and drug discovery. In
finance, Al algorithms are employed to detect fraud, manage investments, and optimize
trading strategies. Education has also seen the integration of Al through personalized
learning systems, which adapt to students' needs and learning styles. The entertainment
industry utilizes Al for content recommendation systems, enhancing user experience on
platforms like Netflix and YouTube. While these advancements are promising, they also
raise concerns about the ethical implications of Al, such as data privacy, bias, and
decision-making transparency.2?

Al has the potential to bring significant benefits but also presents ethical challenges.
One of the primary concerns with Al is its impact on privacy, as Al systems often require
vast amounts of personal data to function effectively. The ability of Al to analyze and
predict behavior has led to fears of surveillance and the erosion of privacy. Furthermore,
Al systems can inherit biases present in the data they are trained on, which can result in
unfair or discriminatory outcomes. Addressing these ethical issues requires the
development of guidelines and policies that ensure Al systems are transparent,
accountable, and aligned with human values. As Al continues to evolve, it is essential to

consider both its technical capabilities and its moral implications.?!

Christian Ethics: An Overview
Christian ethics is grounded in the teachings of the Bible, which emphasizes the

importance of love, justice, compassion, and the dignity of all individuals. At the core of

19 Patricia Engler, "Al and Human Futures: What Should Christians Think?" Dignitas 30, no. 4
(2023): 6; S.H. Bang. “Thinking of Artificial Intelligence Cyborgization with a Biblical Perspective
(Anthropology of the Old Testament)”, 15-26.

20 Vasilia Dimara et al., "Artificial Intelligence and Theology: Can Different Doctrines Have Different
Outcomes?", Journal of Politics and Ethics in New Technologies and Al 3, no. 1 (2024): e37714; A. Foerst.
“Artificial Sociability: From Embodied Al Toward New Understandings of Personhood”, 373-386.

21 R.M. Geraci, "Robots and the Sacred in Science and Science Fiction: Theological Implications of
Artificial Intelligence," Zygon 42, no. 4 (2007): 971.
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Christian ethics is the concept of the sanctity of human life, which is rooted in the belief
that humans are created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27).22 This concept forms the
basis of many ethical discussions, including the implications of emerging technologies
like Artificial Intelligence (AI). The Christian perspective asserts that all human beings
have inherent worth and dignity, and that technology should be used in ways that
promote the flourishing of individuals and communities. Therefore, any technological
advancement, including Al, must align with these foundational ethical principles to
ensure it serves humanity’s best interests and upholds its dignity.23

Christian ethics also emphasizes the importance of justice, both in individual
relationships and within societal structures. Justice, as understood in Christian teachings,
is not just about fairness in legal matters but also involves the care and protection of the
vulnerable, the marginalized, and the oppressed. In the context of Al, this means ensuring
that technologies are used in ways that do not exacerbate inequalities or contribute to
societal divisions. For example, Al systems that perpetuate biases or discriminate against
certain groups are seen as incompatible with Christian justice, which calls for equal
treatment and opportunities for all people, regardless of their race, gender, or socio-
economic status. 24 Thus, Christian ethics calls for a critical evaluation of how Al
technologies are developed and deployed to ensure they serve the common good.

Another key principle in Christian ethics is the concept of stewardship, which
encourages responsible management of God’s creation. This idea extends to the ethical
use of technology, where Christians are called to use their technological resources wisely
and ethically, considering their long-term effects on both the environment and society. Al
systems, while offering potential benefits, must be managed in ways that do not harm the
planet or its inhabitants. For instance, the development and use of Al should consider its
environmental impact, such as energy consumption and resource depletion, and ensure
that these technologies do not contribute to ecological degradation. In this way, Christian

ethics provides a framework for sustainable and responsible technology use.2>

22 A. Jackelén. “The Image of God as Techno Sapiens.” Zygon 37, no. 2 (2002): 289-302.
https://doi.org/10.1111/0591-2385.00429.

23 Marius Dorobantu, “Artificial Intelligence and Christianity: Friends or Foes?”, 88; M. Morelli. “The
Athenian Altar and the Amazonian Chatbot: A Pauline Reading of Artificial Intelligence and Apocalyptic
Ends.” Zygon 54, no. 1 (2019): 177-190. https://doi.org/10.1111/zygo.12483.

24 Carolyn Chen, Work Pray Code: When Work Becomes Religion in Silicon Valley, 140; Michael
Steven Burdett. “Proximate and Ultimate Concerns in Christian Ethical Responses to Artificial
Intelligence”, 620-641.

25 Patricia Engler, "Al and Human Futures: What Should Christians Think?", 5.
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Christian ethics also stresses the importance of community and relationships,
which are central to the Christian understanding of human life. The biblical emphasis on
love and the interconnectedness of people suggests that technology, including Al, should
be used to strengthen relationships rather than undermine them. Al, if improperly used,
can create isolation, alienation, and a loss of authentic human connection. For example,
Al-driven social media algorithms have been criticized for fostering divisiveness and
creating echo chambers. Christian ethics advocates for technologies that foster genuine
relationships, promote communal well-being, and enhance the connections between
individuals, families, and communities.2¢ This perspective challenges the assumption that
Al can replace human relationships, instead urging its use to enhance social bonds.

The Christian concept of compassion further influences ethical discussions about Al
Compassion, as taught in the New Testament, calls for an active commitment to the well-
being of others, especially those who are suffering or marginalized. In the context of Al,
this principle suggests that Al systems should be developed and used in ways that
alleviate human suffering and contribute to the common good. For instance, Al has the
potential to transform healthcare by providing more accurate diagnoses and improving
access to medical care for underserved populations. However, Christian ethics would
argue that such technologies must be accessible to all, regardless of socio-economic
background, and should not deepen existing inequalities or create new forms of suffering.
This ensures that Al aligns with the Christian call to love one’s neighbor as oneself.27

Finally, Christian ethics stresses the importance of humility and the recognition of
human limitations. While Al has the potential to solve complex problems and make life
easier, it is crucial from a Christian perspective to remember that human beings are finite
and fallible. There is a risk that the reliance on Al could lead to a loss of human agency
and responsibility, with individuals and societies abdicating moral decision-making to
machines. Christian ethics reminds us that we must be cautious in placing too much trust
in technology and should remain vigilant in evaluating its moral implications. In addition,
Al should be seen as a tool to assist human flourishing rather than as a replacement for

human wisdom, responsibility, and compassion.28

26 Joshua Smith, "Faith, Technology, and the Ethics of Al", 45.

27 Zachary R. Calo, "Al, Medicine and Christian Ethics", 223.

28 Vasilia Dimara et al., "Artificial Intelligence and Theology: Can Different Doctrines Have Different
Outcomes?", e37714.
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Moral Dimensions of Al Usage

The moral dimensions of Al usage are a growing concern in various sectors,
especially in education, healthcare, and the workforce. Al systems, while capable of
providing significant advancements, raise complex ethical questions about their impact
on society. The Christian ethical perspective stresses the importance of justice, equality,
and the inherent dignity of human beings, which must be safeguarded in the development
and deployment of Al technologies.? From a moral standpoint, Al should be used to
promote human flourishing, not undermine it. Ethical challenges arise when Al systems
are used in ways that disregard these values, such as reinforcing biases or replacing
human workers without regard for the social consequences.3°

A central moral issue in Al usage is the potential for bias in algorithmic decision-
making. Al systems are designed to learn from data, and if the data used to train these
systems is flawed or biased, the resulting decisions may perpetuate those biases. For
example, Al algorithms used in hiring processes or criminal justice systems can unfairly
discriminate against certain groups based on race, gender, or socioeconomic status.
Christian ethics calls for fairness and equality, ensuring that Al is used in a manner that
promotes justice and does not disproportionately harm vulnerable populations.
Addressing bias in Al requires a moral commitment to transparency, fairness, and
accountability in both the design and implementation of these systems.31

Another critical moral concern is the issue of privacy and the protection of personal
data. Al systems often require large amounts of personal data to function effectively,
which raises questions about data security and individual privacy.32 Christian ethics
emphasizes the sanctity of personal privacy, and the use of Al should respect the dignity
and autonomy of individuals. The collection, storage, and use of personal data must be
done in a way that is transparent and accountable to the individuals whose data is being

used. As Al systems become more pervasive in daily life, ethical guidelines must be

29 Achar & Okumu, "African Christian Theology in the Age of AL," 215; Jason Thacker, “Ethics in the
Age of Al: Defining and Pursuing the Good for Our Good and the Good of Our Communities,” Center for
Christianity in Business, January 17, 2023, https://hc.edu/center-for-christianity-in-
business/2023/01/17 /ethics-in-the-age-of-ai/.

30 Marius Dorobantu, “Artificial Intelligence and Christianity: Friends or Foes?”, 95.

31 Carolyn Chen, Work Pray Code: When Work Becomes Religion in Silicon Valley, 142.

32 Zachary R. Calo, "Al, Medicine and Christian Ethics," 223.
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developed to protect individuals from the misuse or exploitation of their personal
information.33

The deployment of Al in decision-making also brings into question the
accountability of Al systems. If an Al system makes a harmful decision, who is responsible?
Christian ethics teaches that individuals should be accountable for their actions, and this
principle must extend to those who design, deploy, and oversee Al systems.3* Without
clear accountability structures, the potential for harm increases, as it becomes difficult to
hold anyone responsible for the consequences of Al's actions. Thus, the moral
responsibility for the actions of Al must be clearly defined, ensuring that human oversight
remains integral in Al decision-making processes.3>

The use of Al in automating tasks traditionally performed by humans also raises
concerns about the future of work and human dignity. Christian ethics emphasizes the
importance of meaningful work, which is not just a means to an end but a way to fulfill
God-given potential. While Al can increase efficiency and productivity, it can also displace
workers and lead to unemployment, especially in industries where Al systems can
perform tasks more cheaply and effectively than humans. This creates a moral dilemma:
how should society balance the benefits of Al with the need to preserve meaningful work
for individuals? Christian ethics calls for economic systems that provide opportunities for
all people to work with dignity and contribute meaningfully to society.36

The rapid development of Al presents ethical concerns about its long-term impact
on humanity. Al systems, particularly in areas like robotics and autonomous vehicles,
could eventually surpass human capabilities, leading to fears about loss of control and
the dehumanization of society.37 Christian ethics warns against placing undue reliance on
technology at the expense of human values such as empathy, compassion, and

relationality. As Al continues to evolve, it is important to remember that technological

33 Joshua Smith, "Faith, Technology, and the Ethics of Al", 48; Im Jun-Sub & Ham Young-Ju. "A Study
on Theological Students' Perception of Artificial Intelligence and the Christian Educational Implications."
Journal of Christian Education in Korea, no. 61 (2020): 233-262.

34 Geraci, R. M., "Robots and the Sacred in Science and Science Fiction: Theological Implications of
Artificial Intelligence”, 975.

35 Zachary R. Calo, "Al, Medicine and Christian Ethics", 225; Patricia Engler, "Al and Human
Futures: What Should Christians Think?" 6.

36 Patricia Engler, "Al and Human Futures: What Should Christians Think?", 7; Marius Dorobantu,
“Artificial Intelligence and Christianity: Friends or Foes?”, 96.

37 Geraci, R. N., "Spiritual Robots: Religion and our Scientific View of the Natural World," Theology
and Science 4, no. 3 (2006): 231.

127



MODERATE: Journal of Religious, Education, and Social, Vol.1, No.2 (May 2024): 117-138
Moral Dimensions of Artificial Intelligence ...Widjaja

progress should always be aligned with moral principles that prioritize human welfare
and the common good. The Christian view of technology as a tool for serving humanity
must guide the responsible development of Al, ensuring that it serves, rather than harms,

human dignity and flourishing.38

The Impact of Al in Education from a Christian Perspective

The integration of Artificial Intelligence (AI) into education has the potential to
revolutionize learning processes, but it also raises significant ethical concerns from a
Christian perspective. Al systems can offer personalized learning experiences, tailoring
content to each student's pace and abilities, which aligns with Christian values of
nurturing the individual’s growth and potential. However, there are concerns that Al's
growing influence in education might undermine the relational aspect of teaching, which
is central to Christian education. Christian ethics places significant emphasis on the role
of educators not just as knowledge dispensers but as mentors who guide students in
moral and spiritual development. This shift from human-centered to technology-
centered education can challenge the Christian view of education as a holistic process
that addresses both intellectual and moral growth.3°

From a Christian ethical standpoint, education is a process that goes beyond the
mere transfer of information; it is about forming well-rounded individuals who are
capable of contributing positively to society. Al has the potential to make education more
accessible and equitable, offering students from various backgrounds opportunities that
may otherwise be unavailable to them. This could fulfill the Christian mandate to care for
the marginalized and disadvantaged in society. However, there is a risk that Al could
exacerbate existing inequalities if access to these technologies is limited by
socioeconomic status. Christian ethics, therefore, calls for a careful examination of how
Al is implemented in educational settings to ensure that it benefits all students equally,

without further deepening divisions between the privileged and the marginalized.40

38 Vasilia Dimara et al., "Artificial Intelligence and Theology: Can Different Doctrines Have Different
Outcomes?”, e37714; Awasthi & Okumu, "African Christian Theology in the Age of AL," 213.

39 G.M. Coghill. “Artificial Intelligence (and Christianity): Who? What? Where? When? Why? and
How?”, 604-619; M.D. Langford. "A Theological Framework for Reflection on Artificial Intelligence", 71-
73.

40 Ebenezer Olawale Kayode, Michael Olusegun Abodunrin, and Godwin Ayodeji Abodunrin.
"Biblical Ethics, & Artificial Intelligence: Towards a Model of Integration in Theological Education." Jos
Journal of Religion and Philosophy 5, no. 2 (2024): 107-119.
https://www.acjol.org/index.php/jjrp/article /view/6492/6282.
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Moreover, Al in education must align with the Christian ethical principle of justice,
which advocates for fairness and equality in opportunities for all students. Al's potential
to reduce biases in education systems is a positive step towards achieving this. For
example, Al algorithms can be designed to assess students without the prejudices that
human teachers might unknowingly carry. However, there is also the risk that Al systems,
if poorly designed, could reinforce or even amplify existing biases, leading to unfair
outcomes for certain groups of students. Christian ethics stresses the need for fairness in
all aspects of life, and thus Al systems in education must be carefully scrutinized and
regulated to ensure that they do not perpetuate injustice.#1

In addition, Christian ethics emphasizes the importance of relationships in the
educational process. While Al can certainly help students learn more effectively, it cannot
replace the role of the teacher as a moral guide and mentor. In Christian education,
teachers are seen as role models who not only impart knowledge but also guide students
in their moral and spiritual formation. The shift to Al-driven education risks
depersonalizing the learning experience, potentially diminishing the teacher’s role in
fostering moral development. Christian ethics thus emphasizes the need for Al to
complement, rather than replace, human interaction in educational settings.*?

The Christian concept of stewardship also plays an important role in evaluating the
impact of Al on education. Stewardship, in Christian terms, refers to the responsible
management of resources entrusted to humanity by God. In the context of education, this
involves the responsible use of Al technologies to enhance learning and ensure that they
contribute to human flourishing. Al can potentially help in reducing resource wastage by
streamlining administrative tasks, such as grading and scheduling, allowing educators to
focus more on teaching. However, the ethical challenge remains in ensuring that Al is
used in ways that are sustainable and do not exploit or overburden both students and
teachers. Christians are called to be good stewards of all resources, including the

technological tools used in education.*3

41 Joshua Smith, "Faith, Technology, and the Ethics of Al", 373-386; Ebenezer Olawale Kayode,
Michael Olusegun Abodunrin, & Godwin Ayodeji Abodunrin. "Biblical Ethics and Artificial Intelligence:
Towards a Model of Integration in Theological Education”, 107-119.

42 Im Jun-Sub & Ham Young-Ju. "A Study on Theological Students' Perception of Artificial
Intelligence and the Christian Educational Implications"”, 233-262.

43 Patricia Engler, "Al and Human Futures: What Should Christians Think?", 6; M.D. Langford. "A
Theological Framework for Reflection on Artificial Intelligence"”, 71-73; M. Morelli. “The Athenian Altar
and the Amazonian Chatbot: A Pauline Reading of Artificial Intelligence and Apocalyptic Ends”, 177-190.
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Al's role in education also raises concerns about privacy and data security, issues
that are central to Christian ethics, which stresses the importance of respecting the
dignity and privacy of individuals. Many Al systems require vast amounts of personal data
to function effectively, such as students’ learning habits, performance, and behavioral
data. While this data can be used to create personalized learning experiences, it also
opens the door to potential exploitation and misuse. Christian ethics calls for the
protection of individuals’ privacy and for transparency in how their data is used.
Educational institutions must therefore ensure that Al systems are designed with robust
data protection measures, safeguarding students' privacy while still providing
educational benefits.#*

Lastly, Al's ability to provide scalable education presents both opportunities and
challenges from a Christian perspective. On one hand, Al can facilitate access to education
for individuals in remote or underserved areas, enabling them to receive quality learning
experiences that they might not have had otherwise. This is in line with the Christian call
to spread knowledge and provide opportunities for all people to thrive. On the other hand,
Christian ethics emphasizes the importance of community and human connection, values
that could be undermined if education becomes too reliant on Al. The ideal approach,
from a Christian perspective, is one where Al is used to enhance education without

eroding the communal, relational, and moral aspects of the educational experience.*>

Aligning Al with Christian Values in Education

Integrating Artificial Intelligence (Al) into education offers numerous opportunities,
but it is crucial that such technologies align with the fundamental values of Christianity.
Christian education is rooted in principles such as justice, compassion, love, and respect
for human dignity, all of which must be preserved even as technological advancements
are embraced. Al has the potential to support individualized learning, providing students
with tailored educational experiences, but it must do so in a way that respects the moral
and spiritual development of students. Al must not simply replace human educators or

diminish the relational aspects of teaching, which are central to Christian values. Rather,

44 Vasilia Dimara et al., "Artificial Intelligence and Theology: Can Different Doctrines Have Different
Outcomes?", e37714; M.D. Langford. "A Theological Framework for Reflection on Artificial Intelligence."
SPU Works, 171, 2022, 71-73. https://digitalcommons.spu.edu/works/171.

45 Achar & Okumu, "African Christian Theology in the Age of AL," 212; Joshua Smith, "Faith,
Technology, and the Ethics of Al," 53.
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it should complement and enhance the educational experience in ways that reflect the
Christian commitment to nurturing the whole person—intellectually, morally, and
spiritually.#6

One of the core values in Christian education is the emphasis on justice and equality.
Al can help create more equitable learning environments by addressing individual
student needs and providing equal opportunities for those from disadvantaged
backgrounds. However, this potential for equality must be balanced by careful attention
to the ethical implications of Al deployment, such as ensuring that algorithms do not
perpetuate biases or systemic inequalities. Christian ethics stresses the importance of
fairness, which includes providing all students—regardless of their race, gender, or
socioeconomic background—with the same opportunities for success. Al systems,
therefore, must be developed and used in a manner that does not deepen existing divides
but rather serves to bridge gaps in access and opportunity.4’

In Christian education, the role of teachers is not limited to providing knowledge
but also extends to shaping students' character and spiritual growth. Al, while beneficial
for administrative tasks and personalized learning, should never replace the mentor-
student relationship that is central to Christian teaching. The Bible teaches that
individuals should be loved and nurtured, not just educated in the traditional sense, and
this relational aspect of teaching must be preserved even in the age of Al. Al can assist by
handling repetitive tasks, but it should always support, rather than replace, the emotional
and relational aspects of education. For Christian educators, Al should be viewed as a tool
that empowers them to focus more on spiritual and personal development of their
students, rather than a replacement for human interaction.48

The Christian concept of stewardship calls for responsible management of all
resources, including technology. Al, as a powerful tool, must be used responsibly to
ensure it serves the common good. From a Christian perspective, stewardship also means

being mindful of the social, environmental, and ethical consequences of Al deployment in

46 Im Jun-Sub & Ham Young-Ju. "A Study on Theological Students' Perception of Artificial
Intelligence and the Christian Educational Implications", 233-262; Marius Dorobantu, “Artificial
Intelligence and Christianity: Friends or Foes?”, 96.

47 C.S. Lee. “Philosophical Reflection of Artificial Intelligence.” Science Philosophy and Culture 8
(1994): 81-96.

48 Joshua Smith, "Faith, Technology, and the Ethics of Al", 50; Ebenezer Olawale Kayode, Michael
Olusegun Abodunrin, & Godwin Ayodeji Abodunrin. "Biblical Ethics and Artificial Intelligence: Towards a
Model of Integration in Theological Education”, 107-119.
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education. Al systems should be designed to optimize resources while ensuring they are
sustainable and do not exploit or harm vulnerable populations. Christian ethics also
emphasizes that technological advancements should contribute to the flourishing of all,
particularly those who are most in need of assistance, such as marginalized communities
and economically disadvantaged students.4?

The integration of Al in education must also uphold the Christian commitment to
love and care for others, especially the vulnerable. Al systems, if not carefully managed,
can lead to dehumanization, where students are seen merely as data points rather than
individuals created in the image of God. For Christian educators, the dignity of the student
must always come first. Al should never reduce a student to a number or algorithmic
output but should be used to enrich their educational experience in ways that enhance
their well-being and personal growth. Al should assist in recognizing each student's
unique potential and be a vehicle for fostering their intellectual, moral, and spiritual
development.>?

Another Christian value that must be preserved in the use of Al in education is the
idea of community. Education, from a Christian perspective, is not merely an individual
pursuit but also a communal activity. Al can enhance the collaborative aspects of learning,
such as facilitating group work or creating online communities for students to interact.
However, Al systems should also be designed to encourage authentic human
relationships, rather than promoting isolation or disconnection. The Christian vision of
education emphasizes building communities where students support and uplift one
another in their learning journey. Al can play a supportive role in facilitating community-
building, but it should never replace the foundational human connections that form the
basis of Christian education.>!

Incorporating Al into Christian education should also be mindful of the need to
preserve the ethical integrity of educational content. Christian educators must be vigilant

in ensuring that the Al systems used in their classrooms align with Christian values in the

49 Geraci, "Spiritual Robots," 235; Patricia Engler, "Al and Human Futures: What Should Christians
Think?", 8; C.S. Lee. “Philosophical Reflection of Artificial Intelligence”, 81-96.

50 A. Jackelén. “The Image of God as Techno Sapiens”, 289-302; Im Jun-Sub & Ham Young-Ju. "A
Study on Theological Students' Perception of Artificial Intelligence and the Christian Educational
Implications”, 233-262.

51Vasilia Dimara et al., "Artificial Intelligence and Theology: Can Different Doctrines Have Different
Outcomes?", e37714; G.M. Coghill. “Artificial Intelligence (and Christianity): Who? What? Where? When?
Why? and How?”, 604-6109.
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content they deliver. For example, Al-driven content delivery platforms must avoid
promoting secular or harmful ideologies that conflict with Christian teachings.
Additionally, the content presented to students should nurture critical thinking, ethical
reasoning, and the development of virtues such as humility, kindness, and responsibility.
Al should be programmed to reinforce these virtues, ensuring that students are exposed
to content that aligns with Christian values and encourages personal and spiritual
growth.52

Al must align with the Christian understanding of the sacredness of human
knowledge and learning. From a Christian perspective, all knowledge is a gift from God
and should be pursued with humility, reverence, and a desire to serve others. Al, in this
context, should be viewed as a tool that aids in the acquisition and dissemination of
knowledge, rather than as a means of manipulating or controlling students. Christian
educators are called to teach their students to seek wisdom and understanding in ways
that honor God and reflect His love for humanity. Al can be an instrument that assists in
this pursuit, but it must be guided by the moral compass provided by Christian teachings
to ensure it is used in a way that is both ethical and aligned with God’s purpose for

education.>3

KESIMPULAN

The conclusion of this article is that the use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) in
education holds significant potential to enhance the quality of learning and accessibility,
but it must be implemented with consideration of the moral values embedded in
Christian teachings. Al can offer equitable and efficient solutions in education, such as
personalized learning and reducing bias in assessments. However, ethical challenges like
data privacy, potential bias in algorithms, and the dehumanization of education must still
be addressed.

From a Christian ethical perspective, Al in education should be used to serve the
common good, respect human dignity, and support the moral and spiritual development

of students. Al should be seen as a tool to enrich the relationship between educators and

52 Geraci, "Robots and the Sacred,"” 980; Patricia Engler, "Al and Human Futures," 9; Ebenezer
Olawale Kayode, Michael Olusegun Abodunrin, & Godwin Ayodeji Abodunrin. "Biblical Ethics and
Artificial Intelligence: Towards a Model of Integration in Theological Education”, 107-119.

53 Geraci, R. M., "Robots and the Sacred in Science and Science Fiction: Theological Implications of
Artificial Intelligence", 978; Smith, "Faith, Technology, and the Ethics of AL," 55.
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students, not as a replacement for the valuable human interaction. Principles such as
justice, love, and social responsibility should form the foundation of the development and
implementation of this technology.

This article emphasizes the importance of integrating Christian values in every
aspect of Al use in education. Al should not only be designed to improve efficiency but
also to serve a greater purpose: ensuring that this technology contributes to the holistic
development of humanity, intellectually, morally, and spiritually. The use of AI must be
carefully managed to ensure that it benefits not just a select group but promotes the well-

being of all people.
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